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The reform of the German citizenship law in 1999 presents a veritable 
puzzle and presents a significant challenge to those who have held a 
civic or republican understanding of nationhood as the liberal-
democratic solution to immigrant membership. On the one hand, the 
German law provides for a significant liberalization concerning the 
introduction of a strong jus soli element and more tolerant 
naturalization, on the other hand, it remains restrictive in terms of 
dual citizenship. The puzzle thus is: Why has there been a 
liberalization regarding birthright acquisition of citizenship (jus 
soli) and eased rules of as-of-right naturalization but not dual 
citizenship? In order to gain an adequate interpretation of the German 
citizenship law reform, it is useful to break down the puzzle into 
three questions. First, how did the change in this law come about and 
why has there been a delay? Second, if it is true that “We are 
all ‘Republican’ now”, if the axis ethnic vs. civic understa
nding of nationhood does not describe the situation, what are the 
cleavage lines around which public debates around citizenship revolve 
and guide the respective political interests? My argument here is that 
there are at least two versions of republicanism, or more precisely, 
overall societal and immigrant integration, to be detected in German 
public discourse, a more communitarian one on the one hand and a 
liberal equal rights perspective on the other hand. Third, we need to 
go beyond citizenship as a legal concept and look at citizenship as a 
political concept in order to see what the ‘progress’ from an ethno-
cultural to a republican viz. civic concept of citizenship may mean 
for the integration of immigrants.



