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Abstract

Considering multiculturalism as an official policy, an administrative apparatus and a mode of governance, and using the Canadian state as an example, this paper analyses ways in which multiculturalism is both a political and an ideological category. It argues that official multiculturalism both imbricates and occludes power organized social relations and discursivities of a historic nature. The claim of universality as a basis for sovereignty of the liberal democratic state is scrutinized with respect to the limits to formal equality encoded in citizenship. This is done in the context of political identities, agencies and entitlements of the nation’s ethnic others.

